summary 



In order to communicate his poetic message in an impressive 
way , and secure total effect of poetry , a good poet has 
to make use of certain devices and technicalities. 



summary 


Simile 


The simplest figure of speech is simile , which compares two 
different things which are alike in at least in one respect. 


The resemblance is always made clear by the use 
word , as , like , or so. 

The simile has four elements :tenor ,v( 
aspect of similarity. 


omparing 


For example: 


red rose 



The belove 



tenor, while the red rose is the vehicle, 
lady's beauty is aspect of similarity, And 
instrument is (like). 


summary 


Metaphor 


It is simile without using instrument . so it consists of three 
elements only not as in the simile . 



summary 


Hyperbole 


This is an exaggerated statement of the truth , made with a 
view to strengthening the effect. 


For example: 



For all is dark when thou art not 



summary 


Personification 


It a device used by poets when they humanize inanimate 
objects or attribute human qualities to object! 


When Robert Herrick says to daffodils 


We realize that h 



And having prayed together, we 
Will go witl 


the word (prayed) in 


Metaphorical sense. People pray, but the daffodils do 


Not. 


summary 


Refrain 


It is repetition of phrase or line or more at the end of each 
stanza. It functions as musical tool and as a reminder of the 
unity of the poem. 


For example: 



In Spenser's Prothalamion we one of the most 
famous refrains: 

VO 


Sweet Th 



softly till I end my song. 


summary 


Apostrophe 


It is the device used by poet address absent person 
or inanimate objects. When Robert Herrick says: to 
the daffodils: % 


Fair daffodils, we weep to se 


You haste a 




o soon 


summary 


Onomatopoeia 


Onomatopoeia is defined as a word which imitates 
the nature sounds of thing. It creates a sound that 
mimics the thing described , making the 
description more expressive and inter 


For example: 


♦> We hiss 





sound of snakes. 


e looked at the roaring sky 



roar is the sound of lion 


summary 


Metonymy 


It is the figure of speech that replaces the name of 
a thing with the name of something else, with 


which it is closely associated. 


♦♦♦ Examples of metonymy : 


♦♦♦ The White house d 
with Mars. 





at we are at war 


The White House isTnetonymy for the president of 
the United State. 


❖ After leading a rebellion he seized the throne. 


Throne is Metonymy for absolute power or 
kingships. 


summary 


Epithet 


It is the use of an adjective or a descriptive phrase 
to indicate the character of something or 


somebody. 


♦> Examples of Epithet 



♦> Alexander, the Great. 
♦> William, the Con 


summary 


Antithesis 


Antithesis is used to show the rhetorical contrast 
of opposing ideas and meanings through 
parallel arrangements of words, clauses, 
sentences. 


♦> 


Examples of Antithesis: 




Man and worn 
cold. 





and black / hot and 


summary 


Paradox 


A statement which apparently contradicts itself. 
But a closer examination will reveal that it 
contains the profoundest truths when we think 

0,,,sh,d “ in8 - 


♦> 


Examples of paradox: 


♦> The noise of sil 
♦> The vision of bli 





summary 


Pun 


The humorous use of a word or phrase to 
emphasize or suggest different meanings or 
applications; words that are alike or^oearly 
alike in sound but different in meanings; a play 
on words. 




Examples of pun: 


❖ Fruit flies like a banana. 
♦> Time flu kan arrow. 





summary 


Rhetorical Question 


A question asked not to elicit a reply on the part of the 
reader, but rather to draw his attention and 
impress a poetic effect. 



❖ Example of Rhetorical quesl 


❖ 0 what to h 




the end? 


summary 


Alliteration 


It is the repetition of the first consonants sounds in two 
or more words in the same line. 



In the first line of spenser s quotation, three words 
begin with the consonant sound "B": but / 
broad / beams 


summary 


Coliteration 


It is the general agreement of vowel sounds in words 
throughout a line of verse. 



summary 


Sense Imagery 


The use of imagery in poetry is most important, for it is 
a successful means of creating a connection 
between two dissimilar objects. According to 
Cecil Day Lewis, an image is a picture made 
out of words and that a poem may itself be an 
image composed from a multiplicity of images. 



if the image is appealing to the sense of sight 
(our eyes), it is poetically called a VISUAL 
image: 


I am black, but 0! my soul is white, 
White as an angle is the English child 
This image is visual image because it appeals to our 
sense of sight 


• if the image is appealing to the sense of (our 
ears), it is poetically called an AUDITORY 
image: 

In every cry of every man 


summary 


In every infant s cry of fear 


The overwhelming image in these lines is auditory 
since the poet is appealing to us to 'cries of 
men and infants the voices, the bans and the 
manacles'. 




An image that appeals to our sense 
(feeling) is poetically called a TACTILE image: 


Sweet Helen, make 



ortal with a kiss 


The sense of touch is very obvious in this line 
Christopher Marlowe for there is no kiss 
lout touching. 


If the image is appealing to our sense of 
smell(nose), it is called an OLFACTORY image: 


They gathered some, the violet pallid blue 
The little daisy that at evening closes. 


summary 


In these lines of Spenser we have to smell many 
species of flowers e.g. violet, daisy. So the 
overwhelming image is olfactory. 

• An image that appeals to our sense of taste is 
poetically called a GUS' 


The im; son is drinking 

ik (real wine or his 
sweetheart s eye or lips left in the cup). So the 
image appeals to our sense of taste. 


Drink to me only with t 
And I will pledge with n 
Or leave a kiss but in th 




If the image is appealing to the sense of or 
suggesting movement, it is poetically called a 
KINESTHETIC image: 


summary 


Love in my bosom like a bee 
Doth suck his sweet 


Apparently the image dominating these lines is 

suggesting movement especially of the bee 
and its wings and feet. So it is a kinesthetic 
image. 




summary 


Prosody 


Prosody is the form in which poetry is presented. 
It is also called versification, which is how 
to make a group of lines , calledyerse , 
characterized by rhythm and rhyme so as 
to give poetry its distinctive music. 



Feet in English poe 


By foot, we mean a specific arrangement of 
stressed and unstressed syllables. 

\ 


summary 


Meter 


The meter is the arrangement of syllables in such 
an order in order as to form verse. A metric line is 


monometer, and if it consists of two feet , it is 
called a dimeter. A line that has three feet is called 
a trimeter; four feet a tetrameter; five feet a 
pentameter; six feet a hexameter; seven feet a 
heptameter and eight feet octameter. 


named according to the number of it 

consists of. If it consists of one foo^ a 
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